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ACTION OES-06 
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082900 
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CONFIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 7043 

STADIS ;//////////////////////////////////// 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: TECH, IN 
SUBJ: TARAPUR SAFEGUARDS 

REF: BOMBAY 1208 

1 . IF THE DEPARTMENT BELIEVES IT WOULD BE HELPFUL FOR DEALING 
WITH SAFEGUARDS ISSUE AND PREPARATIONS FOR THE NRC HEARINGS, 

WE STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT IT INVITE SETHNA TO STOP OVER IN 
WASHINGTON EN ROUTE TO BRAZIL AS HE IMPLIED HE WOULD IF INVITED 
(REFTEL). 

2. SETHNA WOULD HAVE TO GET GOI PERMISSION TO MAKE SUCH A STOP 
AND THE GOI MIGHT BE UNWILLING TO GIVE IT IF IT APPEARED THAT 
SETHNA WAS RUSHING TO WASHINGTON AT HIS INITIATIVE TO DEFEND 
INDIA'S IMPORT LICENSE INVITATION. SETHNA MAY THINK THAT OFFICIAL 
(BUT QUIET) USG INVITATION FOR CONSULTATIONS ON NUCLEAR MATTERS 
IN GENERAL WOULD IMPROVE APPEARANCES. 

3. AT ANY RATE IT SEEMS WORTH A TRY; AND ISSUANCE OF AN 
INVITATION WOULD DOCUMENT OUR INTEREST IN MAINTAINING A CLOSE 
RELATIONSHIP WITH SETHNA. 

SAXBE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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